| Vogts Is a Father Figure to Long Island Sports
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By GRANT GLICKSON

Although the season opener is still
a couple of weeks away, Howle
Vogts, the most successful high
school football coach in Long Island
history, is already champing at the
bit as he prepares to lead the Beth-
page Golden Eagles for his 46th sea-

son
] seem to get rejuvenated at this
time of year,” said Vogls, whose

once powerful legs made him a
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pass, open-|
ter of 1994, has already been going on
s0 that he has coached the fa-
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current team.
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These days, Howie Vogts needs a cane to help him get around practice, but he hasn’t lost a step

because I spent so much ume with
them,” said Vogts, a former player
at Emporia State in Kansas and
nearby Adelphl “When I started
with them as a freshman, | had to
show some of them how to dress for
football So I grew along with them.”
The 6-foot-3-inch Vogts has grown
into such an imposing figure in the
town of Bethpage that its high school
field is now named Howard C. Vogts
Field. With good reason. After all, he
is the man who guided the Golden
Eagles o six unbeaten seasons, 11
one-loss seasons, 13 league tilles, 9
county championships and 2 Long
Island championships. Last year, he
led Bethpage to a Long 1sland-record
32-game winning skein, which start-
ed Sept 23, 1993 and continued
through Dec. 2, 1995. Garden City, the
previous record holder, registered 30
victories ln a row between 1990 and
1992.
Vogts, who won his first New York
Coach of the Year award in

everybody talks about Is Howie State

;no:t! and Bethipage football,” sald 1995, enters this year's campaign.
Mike Caulfield Sr., who played quar- with the Sept.2l home
terback for Yogts In the mid-1960's _opener againsi- Westbury,—as ol.;mg
and watched both 1is sois, Mike .u..._l!l-_:g.u-mmmﬁr_mq m

and Ryan, compeie on VOgLs's team. with a 246-98-9 record He is Fur
“1 as a little kid we third in the state In vicim?s along
udwnllpmnuﬂnﬂdd-nﬂ with Vincent 0"Connor of S _Funr.ls
'-nnnhvmmchmdmu Prepmquumvucnmdocfmnor
still going on today. 44 years later,” are '40 victories away frgm overtak-
S auiheld contisued “Every kid the career leader, Johnny
from midget football on up wWants © Barnes, of Canisius of Bulfalo, who
play for Howle OB\ g legend v.m.-m—l O the exception of the
Th‘._‘u—yurold 's gl pro- 1966 season when :‘c‘ cshpem the year
when the schoo on a sabbatical at jgan State —
b the met‘:: 16’3 has missed only (wo Bethpage [ool-
o mnmmmum"' when he 0 bail games and a handful of prace
mule :.m, moved up with tices. His excuse? He was a patient
e oy the junior varsity lnmewdllcmnalCenml Gen-
poll m.mnlmejumpm zrlll{olpltllmsethpueanctobcr
993, He wns having heart palpita-
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New Coach Aims to End"
Rutgers’s Losing Ways -

By JACK CAVANAUGH
PISCATAWAY, N.J, Aug 3] —
Rutgers unveiled its new West Coast
offense tonight — with a former

there was doom and gloom, with all

kinds of turmoil. But | managed to

turn the program around big-time=""
Certainly, the Rulgers a!len;a' -

the 5-foot-9-inch, 160-pound senior
halfback Chad Bosch, who averaged *, *
a team-best 5 yards per cai T
1995, cannot do l{ nlmr:.pe i JI'I
Wearing two hats as head codch
and offensive coordinator, Shea calls
the plays in his West Coast offense,
which involves two running )

against Villanova
Terry Shea thus kicked off his ini-
tial campaign to make the Rutgers
football program, as he put it, “‘the
pride of New Jersey " It will be a
long haul to the last game on Nov 30,
and it may be a long season in the
ligurative sense, too Ruigersis field-
ing a relatively inexperienced fcam,  most of the time and up to three oyt ;
including a sophomore quarterback, four wide recefvers. The wide-outs,” :
Corey Valentine, who entered to- as Shea draws it up, *not anly cun'
night’s opener without having taken  carch the ball but do }nmemmz with
a single snap from center inavarsity it after they have."” i
contest. *“You'll see our backs coming ﬂui Y
If there will be considerable focus  of the backfield often to catch -
on Valentine, a graduate of Lincoln passes,” said Shea, a former q:u-—“..
'l:llsgh ;ml Iur:1 B;,""":{"' who spent  rerback at Oregon. “Bill Walsh was * *
team. much auenu:n wl;lllg:lrsso t!)em:r: A e -
z the c5’.‘n-yei;)r«)ld Shea. A former head :&umnfesﬂw&ilpbo&:‘rxﬂ. -
coach at San Dicgo State und assist- - :
ant 1o Bil Walsh f Stanford, Shea i Sl Ive eorporased;;
¥ over with a mandate 1o win ucceed Coach
from no less than Rutgers's presi- m::e :‘;” mqulth. w::t' o, S
dent, Francis L Lawrence “And 0ot o oame i wh'f;,'m m&z *

s , - RN g Brooklyn high school quarterback at ~ Which returned only three starters
- s J the controls — and its third head from last year's veteran team “—
9_,4;, _ g4 coach in 13 years as the Scarlet none of them in the backfleld —
i y#‘.‘ “geerd  Knights opened their 127th season needs that kind of overhaul. After all,
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Howie Vogts coached the fathers
of some of his current players.

But the heart of 1he man they call
“Bethpage FootbalY ~would probably
ting 1dp't have his

g AR R ent ot s
ru.m‘s games. That is why nobody
was surprised when Vogts called his
assistant coaches during the Golden
Eagles’ 1983 game with North Shore
and listencd intently to their play-by-
play account of Bethpage's 35-14 vic-

tory.
9; was pretty confident that th
ters would do well with the
rest of the coaches,” he said. “Bul
still wanted to hear what was got
on when |t hap| N ln lled
Evel jayer who has
the ng:n yEuagles‘ blue and gold
uniform is sull known as one of
“Howie's hoys.” And they all adofe
him, especially since each one |nr

do it for one year and then fall back,” b
Lawrence has sald, "] o nat want i Ve five steps back and throws o8
be an also-ran.” spot. Three quarterbacks — Valen-

La madl/ o— tine, the junior Ralph Sacca, a clas-

“‘He's a fair and honest man,” said sic drop-back passer, and the senlor
Bill LaSalla Sr., a volunteer assistant ,l,::-: ‘ﬂumuzzemﬂhﬂ“:s. 61;';‘1' Mike Stephans — were in the running
coach and a former lineman [rom  record in six seasons, including a for the Rutgers starting job belare
Vogts's 1961 team. LaSalla's son, BIl  gisappolnting 47 mark last year. Shed settled on the sophomore from®
Ir, also played lor VOgts (1986) and  Moreover, Rutgers has had only five R
now serves as a nonpald assistant  winning seasans over the last 18
coach, too. Dominic LaSalla, Bill years ]
Jr's son, plays on the junior varsity 1t was with this legacy of {rustra-
team. ““He opens up his heart to the  yon and the burden of high expecta-
kids,” Lasalla Sr. continued, “and ions that Shea began the season;
he's been like that since [ was 8  typically, he was both confident and
waterboy for him in 1955 optimistic. But he conceded that it
In his youthful days, every Friday  could take several years to turn the
before games, Vogts would holdupa  program around.
bell-shaped dummy [illed with sand “We have a young, Inexperienced
and offer each of his players a team and we're going 1o be playing
chance to win a spot in the starting  five players out of their natural posi-
lineup. tons,” '$hm said. “And we've had
“u moved that dummy, you injuries to some key players. If the
started,” LaSalla Sr. recalled. “He'd  defense” — which has six returning ~— Seee
put you In the game. You didn'thave  starters — “‘plays strong, it couldbe ="
1o be the best ballplayer. Everybody a major key on how we do this sea-

them is given an opportunity to com-
pete.

Brooklyn. i i
*1 picked Corey because he's B .
little more athletic and a little more -
mobile,” Shea said of the left-handed.
Valentine. “He has a catlike release’ .
and 1s very quick on his feet™” _ .

played. He was more iike a father 0 son. t we start out here with a good
‘\a lot of guys than a coach” e, both offensively and defen-
sively, and 1'd like to see some defi-

! A soft-spoken, composed man off w
e feld, Vogts has been known 10, strides by the third R
glecnml quite lougt and ammm m;‘!ﬁn has ‘done s mm-m'wh-" e
e locker room dpd on the sidelines. -mirfg. As the head coach at San Jose .
Suveral former players reme ~ “Srale in 1990 and ‘01, he led his teams g~
one particularly stirring oration to a#5-6-2 record, winning one Big
when his champlonship watch actu- West | championship outright and
ally flew off his wrist across the sharing another, before moving on to
i room. Vogts never broke siride as he  become Walsh's offensive coordina-
Instructed his team: “‘Don’t leave it tor at Stanford. 1 have coached with
here on the fteld. You have to Tun. great success and know what it
You have (o block. You have todoall means (0 coach in big-time competi-
{he fundamental things thal we prac- don,” Shea said. “And | know that
ticed so hard. And when Il comes o sell-estectn Is shattered by losing-
game time, you have to letitallout™ Over the years I've developed a
. And Vogts has been doing just that ~ sense for personnel, and I know that
for close to five decades. “He still  I'm able 1a capture the nﬁnds and
has tha same fire,” Caulfield said.  attitudes of young players-
“‘He might not have the abllity to run Shea sees the situation at Rutgers
up and down the sidelines anymore.  as analogous (o the one he faced at
But he certainly still has that same San Jose State. “When [ took over
fervor.” {here, they were down and out and
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The new Rutgers coach, Terry:
Shea, on the practice field. ‘. i
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